
   

  

Upcoming AGM on the 8th August 2023 

 

The next meeting will be at the Blue Scope Steel visitors centre 7.30pm 

Blue Scope Northgate entrance off Springhill Road (See website for detailed map) 

 

THE  FOLLOWS A COVID19 SAFE PLAN 

 

VK2AMW 

     This year is our 75th aniversary  



Our last meeting 11th July 2023 

SHOW & TELL 
It was a nice relaxed evening with carte blanche, with a general discussion of all things and happenings ���� 

Ned VK2AGV showed us his new purchases of a Rohde and Schwarz 3GHz spectrum analyser and a Tiny SA. 

As the R&S costs a few grand, Ned showed us the versatility of the tinySA and although cannot compete with range 

and other features of the R&S, the tiny SA is quite formidable  

   

  

The tinySA are a small spectrum analysers and signal generators with some nice capabilities, any can suit your 

pocket.  

 Spectrum Analyzer with two inputs, high quality MF/HF/VHF input for 0.1MHZ-350MHz, lesser quality UHF 
input for 240MHz-960MHz or 

 Signal Generator with two output, sine wave output for 0.1MHz - 350MHz and square wave output for 
240MHz-960MHz when not used as Spectrum Analyzer. 

 Switchable resolution bandpass filters for both ranges between 2.6kHz and 640kHz 

 Color display showing max 290 scan points providing gapless covering up to the full low or high frequency 
range. 

 



For more information about this great little product see the link https://www.tinysa.org/wiki/ 

   

 

Afterwards we all had a good chinwag and shared some more stories over a good cuppa and chocolate biscuits. 

NEXT MEETING  

 

Our AGM and chinwag evening  
It seems like the other day we had our last annual AGM. 

As every year this time, we have our AGM where we select our committee for the new year moving forward.  

All positions are available for anyone wishing to offer their services and support for the society. 

Most of the committee is still standing for the upcoming year but if you wish to make yourself available then please 

fill out the forms avablie on the website or advise by email to iars.keithb@gmail.com or secretary@iars.org.au and 

forms will be sent to you.  

Please ensure that your membership fees are up to date for you to exercise your vote or apply for a position in the 

committee.  

After the committee voting and committee selection, there will be a casual open floor 

discussion “chinwag”� and a nice Christmas in “August” pudding, offered up by our very 

own,  legendary treasurer, John VK2EJL.   

There will also be some refreshments like tea and coffee with bisucits 

SEE YOU THERE  

Disposables Donation Table 

Please keep the support for this going and bring oddities in and take some home for a small donation to 

the IARS. With the next meeting please bring along an donate those old items that you no longer use and 

may even have thought about throwing it in the bin, someone else may be looking for that very part. Wire, 

pieces of coax, old parts, plug packs, power supplies, capacitors, resistors, coils, tubes, knobs, anything that 

someone can use.  Thanks to those that support this every month, awesome!  



 
For $5 you can earn some good cash and all monies go to your society, win-win.  

As usual see Simon VK2KU, the fella with the coloured balls and big smile   

 +  +  =  

Snowball was drawn in the meeting with Ned’s number being drawn but unfortunaly Ned did not participate, all 

monies have now snowballed to next meeting where you could win more CASH$$$$$  

 

Congratulations to our newest licenced member.  

Wayne Driscoll VK2ABX 
Although Wayne has been a member of the IARS for over two years, he finally decided to take the test and has just 

passed his AMC examinations through the IARS. 

Please join us in welcoming Wayne to the amateur radio world and keep an ear out for him on air. 

Is it your turn next to get your licence??? Or just want to  

Upgrade?  It is as easy as One, Two, Three ����  
 

                         

Looking to Upgrade to Standard or advanced and even obtaining your Foundation license 

we have remote assessing available. 

The IARS can help with obtaining your Foundation, upgrading to Standard or Advanced from the comfort of your own 

home, and its FREE!!! * 

We have approved AMC accessors that can offer remote assessments for the AMC.  

Please contact Keith VK2KQB at iars.keithb@gmail.com  for further information.  

Your society supports further learning, please find out more on how we can help you. AMC website is Australian 

Maritime College - Australian Maritime College | University of Tasmania (amc.edu.au)         

(* Training, assistance, and assessment is free, however there are costs associated with the ACMA call sign and AMC examinations)  

 



Membership fees  
 

Thanks to those that have already paid their membership subs, awesome!  

There are still a few membership payments outstanding and are hoping that we can get this all settled before the 

next meeting, which will also allow you to vote at the AGM.   The IARS membership fees are still one of the lowest at 

$25.00 normal, $20 concession. This relates to $2.20 per month, for 11 meetings (less than the price of a cup of 

coffee)  

We have also received some large donations from members, and we would like to take this opportunity to thank 

them very much for their financial support.  

 

 Your membership fees and donations keep your club operational, thank you! 

 

All monies from our interest on investment, donations and membership fees goes to support the club with: 

 

 Public liability insurances 

 Repeater maintenance and equipment 

 Repeater site fees 

 Blue scope meeting hall rental 

 IARS call signs with the ACMA 

 Coffee, tea & refreshments 

 Outings & picnics and Christmas dinner. 

 

To make payments you could either pay John VK2EJL at the next meeting OR use the IARS 

bank account (info below),  

 

Please add your call sign or name with the payment, thank you. 

Bank: IMB Wollongong 

Account name: Illawarra Amateur Radio Society 

BSB: 641800 

Account number: 100023291 

 

 

 

 

 



Don’t forget the THREE weekly IARS nets as below (Yes there are Three now) 

            to the    IARS NETS       Echolink  

 

IARS Tuesday evening weekly 80m NET on 3.666MHz at 8.30pm hosted by Mal VK2DXM and Rob VK2MT 

 

Join us every Tuesday evening, expect the second Tuesday of the month for a great get together on 80m. Signal reports, 

news and general discussions are the agenda.  

 

Saturday Morning EAST COAST NET hosted by Steve VK2BGL at 9.30am  

 

You are invited to join Steve every Saturday at 9.30am on our 146.850MHz repeater (linked to 146.675MHz) or 

VK2BGL-R on Echo-link for a very enjoyable morning of general discussions from amateurs who log in from all over 

the world. This NET is linked to multiple repeater systems including VK2RFS south coast. Join Steve and everyone for 

a very enjoyable 2 hours on Saturday morning. 

The IARS would also like to thank Doug VK2XLJ, who is always willing to assist whilst Steve is away. 
Thanks again Doug for helping whilst Steve is away, we also want to wish Steve all the best with his wife’s recovery from surgery.  

 

Thursday afternoons at 12pm and is run by Chris VK2CY. 

 

This Net is made up of many retired Marine Radio Operators and Radio Inspectors, but everyone is welcome. As you 

can imagine their topics of discussion can be far reaching, informative and enlightening. The Net operates on the 

Society’s 2 metre repeaters of 146.850 and 146.675, while out-of-towners can check-in on Echolink via VK2MT-R. 
 

IARS REPEATERS  

 

     
     VK2RUW (Knights Hill)                                VK2RMP (Maddens Plains) 

146.675 MHZ    >>>>>        linked      <<<<<     146.850 MHZ 



Current STATUS 
 438.225 with a - 5MHz offset. OK 

 146.975 with a -600kHz offset NO CTCSS,  C4FM enabled OK 

 146.850 with a – 600kHz offset (linked to 146.675) NO CTCSS OK 

 146.675 with a – 600kHz offset (linked to 146.850) NO CTCSS OK 

 53.650Mhz with a – 1Mhz  offset 123Hz CTCSS tone  OK 

 438.725Mhz with a -5mHZ offset DMR only,  OK 

 1296.850Mhz Beacon with simplex repeater function – OK 

 Echo-link VK2MT-R is back on the air on 146.850MHz and 146.675MHz via VK2MT-R and VK2BGL-L when 

linked - OK 

 

The IARS welcomes any feedback on our repeater systems. 

Please send all your feedback to iars.keithb@gmail.com and it will be 

passed on to our repeater team.   
Any donations to help us maintain our great repeater system will be greatly appreciated. Please check 

our banking details on our website at www.iars.org.au  under the Contact details page. 

As reference of the donation please add your Call sign and the words “Repeater Donation” 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING to SWAP, BUY, SELL, an OLD PART 
Parts you may need for repairs or some radio gear you no longer need that could go to a new home………..?  

Email iars.keithb@gmail.com 

                     

 Looking for old test equipment laying around in your shack, working or NOT! Email Keith at 

vk2kqb@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

 
 

Share it with us, this could be suggestions, technical ideas, circuit 

diagrams, IARS community projects, pictures of your latest shack 

project, in fact ANYTHING of interest  
 

Let us know by return email iars.keithb@gmail.com 

 

Also, if you have some IARS related pictures or information that we can put on the IARS 

website, please let us know and we can get that happening.  

 

This month’s Tech Corner contribution is a very interesting topic which may have been 

covered before but definitely worthy of a second look.  

 

Do we really need 1 kilowatt?  

$$$$$ 

 

ANTENNA 

AMPLIFIER 



 
 

 

 

 

  

 



 
   

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Will share more oldies next month.  

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



Feedback IARS Field Day Weekend  

To commemorate the  

                                                                            
The Illawarra Amateur Radio Society operated at Penrose for the Trans 

Tasman contest on the 15th and 16th of July.  

It was a great turn out and even though it got a bit chilly, we have a cozy fire 

and super duper central heating in the shack, thanks to the pig stove installed 

by Simon VK2XQX � 

                   
Vinnie VK2VIN roasting chestnuts on the internal heating                           Simon VK2FO/XQX , Rob VK2XIC and Simon VK2KU getting some much needed points  

  

                                     

Future Hammie Ashton with a very happy Troy, VK2FHTW enjoining the day                                          Vinnie VK2VIN getting ready for the 6hours shift  

 



          

              Dan VK2FDSD enjoying the IARS BBQ club lunch                      Simon VK2KU tech talk with John VK2CMO   

                            

    

                     Fireman Wayne VK2ABX and John VK2CMO                                       Simon VK2FO, Tony VK2TS and Rob VK2XIC having a QSO 

            

                Our cozy outdoor heat generator                               The dipole with ladderline feeder used for the contest  



 
Very HIGH-TECH antenna mounting system with an ICOM AH4 antenna tuner 

A great day was had by all, unfortunately we had so much fun that there was no time for pictures, apologies for the 

lack of them ����. However, there is always next year and hopefully we can all enjoy next year’s Trans-Tasman, if you 

missed this year, easy, just come along to the next one.  

Thank you to Simon VK2FO for cooking the BBQ, Simon VK2KU for the loan of his ICOM 7300 and AH4 tuner, John 

VK2EJL for the ladder line, Keith VK2KQB for the food, Vinnie VK2VIN for the roasted Chestnuts,  and everyone that 

attended. All we have to do now is keep an eye out for the scores ����    

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 

ACMA makes changes to amateur access in 50–52 MHz and 3.4–3.6 GHz frequency bands 

 
Following consultation on changes to amateur access in the 50–52 MHz and 3.4–3.6 GHz bands, we have made the 

Radiocommunications Licence Conditions (Amateur Licence) Omnibus Amendment Instrument 2023 (No.1). Link 

 

The proposed changes will: 

• Give Standard amateurs and overseas equivalents access to the 50–52 MHz frequency band. 

• Remove access to the 3.4–3.6 GHz frequency band for Advanced amateurs and overseas equivalents. 

 

This is in areas that have been re-allocated for spectrum licensing and identified for possible long-term earth station protection 

zones. 

More information use this link https://www.wia.org.au/newsevents/news/2023/20230719-1/index.php 

 



  
 

WIA National News 

Every Sunday at 10H00  

 

If you have missed this weeks news or want to go back inb 

time, the WIA has records available at this link 

https://www.wia.org.au/members/broadcast/wianews/ 

  
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

 

 

Upcoming meeting presentations ……………………………. 
                        

   

 August 2023  : IARS AGM, with a chinwag and Christmas in July August, possibly plum pudding.  
                                      NEED TO RSVP for the delicious PLUM PUDS homemade by John VK2EJL 

 September  : Simon VK2KU , Projects for your Shack 

 October   : Show and Tell 

 November  : Auction with our hilarious and esteemed Simon VK2FO / XQX  

 December  : Xmas dinner  
 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
 

 

This Propagator is your newsletter, it lets you know what’s happening with your society, including some info thrown 

in for your enjoyment of course ����.  

The published content is only as good as the information sent to us. 

The IARS needs YOUR input and support, any technical items, amateur radio news, any projects you would like to 

share, in fact any AR related goings on is welcomed.  

Feedback is also very important for us as it helps maintain a good read, if you would like to see more of something, 

or would like to see a subject added. Please let us know , secretary@iars.org.au  

 

 

 



Please send in your funnies to iars.keithb@gmail.com 

 

 

                
 

 

      
     

              

   

 

 

 That’s all for now, hopefully catch you all at the Blue Scope visitors centre on the 8th of August 2023  

 

 

 

  Stay Safe  

73’s 

Keith VK2KQB 

IARS Secretary   

 

IARS, Amateur Radio in the Illawarra since 1948 


